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On Jan. 27, in a report made available in Managua, Americas Watch said the contras were
responsible for the deaths of two Roman Catholic nuns whose car was attacked on a remote highway
on Jan. 1. "It is our conclusion," the report declares, "that those responsible were a unit of the rebel
Resistencia Nicaraguese, or contras, firing indiscriminately at the vehicle without warning to stop
but also without knowledge that the vehicle belonged to the church." The investigation, conducted
at the request of eight members of the US Congress, confirms the Nicaraguan government's charges
following the incident that the contras were responsible. The report reiterated previous Americas
Watch observations concerning human rights abuses by Nicaraguan army troops in the area against
contra collaborators. The report said the group, part of 3,000 to 5,000 contra troops still operating
inside Nicaragua, left behind clear signs of their presence, ranging from campfires to slaughtered
cattle, as they arrived from mountain bases south of the attack site. Their activities were described in
detail by the two boys, who said they were kidnapped and forced to accompany the contras to a spot
50 yards from the attack site. (Basic data from New York Times, 01/28/90)
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